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Small firms joining thebig boys
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SMALL-SCALE producers
are being given the chance

by James Newall
Tamas. newall®lincolashirsecho.co sk

to showcase their p
on some of the biggest
shelves around.

Mda superstores, which is
owned by Amz ::un glant

almart,
scheme (o help'}:ttle Llncomshl.re
€|

;Earnmrkela have mutated into

st
A
Huge economies of scale and
bulk-buying from reliable sources
:B@uns the price of goods can be

Trading under the
name Ideal Lincs, he
‘has grown spuds and
onions on his ﬁnm.
situated betw
Market ﬂasan anid
Louth, for more than
30 vears,

Mr Davey
explatned how the

out and piek up goods from
producers all over Lincolnshire,
o they deliver to us.

“We sort out these goods into
large pnl!nt deliveries so that
Asda can make one trip o one
loeation once a week and yet still
benefit from having goods from
‘more than 20 small producers.
“It is @ stmple but brilliant idea

come up with

“In the past it has just bean too
complicated for small producers
to get invalved with giants like
Asda, There are loads of issues i
tmmdm There's labelling, bar

ing, having advanced slmk

l:DnI.rul mpiter sysiems and
simply belng able to produce
enough to meet demand.

““This simplifies everything.
These people can relax and
concentrate on what they do best
- producing top-noteh

calnshi

farmers, bakers and butchers the
confidence to get involves

This Lincolnshire “food hub” is
the eighth Asda has sat up across

stores, For some of the really
small producers this has given
them an opportunity they just
wouldn't have had before,”

And mum-of-two Glaire
Thompsen (38}, of Moorland
Avenue, Lincoln, said the idea
was brilliant. *I think this is

t for Lincolnshire,” she said,

“T want to try to buy local but

Where there’s quality and certainly variety

LINCOLNSHIRE is well known
rar lop quality. p'toduce it

has a oil of a reputation
fnr some pretly ekl

lons.

W | a5t year Roger Welberry, of
Holme Farm, Kirton, near
Baston, started growing purple

sprouts.
He set aside an acre of land

far the aadlyaoluwud
vegetabios with the aim of
growing 10 tonnes in ume for
Christmas.

The sprouts were an original
variety which had fallen out of
fashion in recent times.

W Last year also saw the
arrival of smiley potatoes in
L\ncnlnsﬂ e

Craatad by Branston
Potatoes, based south of
Lincein, the red skinned spuds
hiad cream smile shaped
markings on them. The variety
bename the first patataes in
Tesco's exclusive Finest range.
At the time they hat never
been sold commercially in
Britain bafora.




